SHAIKH HAIDAR'S SON
the lion is the national emblem of Persia. They were once
very common all over SW. Persia from south of Shiraz to
south of Kermanshah.
* The great mound which overlooks the palace of Artaxerxes
is now crowned by a very fine castle in French mediaeval style
made entirely of great bricks from buildings of immense age.
It was built by Jacques de Morgan, the great French archaeo-
logist, who is the chef de mission here. The Frenchmen had
not yet returned and the castle was closed, so I slept in an
Arab camp a few miles farther on with Shaikh Haidar and
his son, who had become my inseparable companion on this
voyage.  We talked long and earnestly of horses and rifles,
shotguns and the breeds of sheep and goats, buffaloes and
camels and cattle, a department of life with an immense
vocabulary, for each animal, in each year of life, and of either
sex, has its own name, and sometimes a special name accord-
ing to its colours.   Nor did his interests stop here, e.g. he
devoted the evening to the social and marital customs of
Persians, Arabs, and Turks, as compared with ours. He took
a wife three months ago, and described her physical charms
to me, as a discreet foreigner in whom he could confide, with
naive enthusiasm that had nothing in it of indecency in his
mind.'
* (Dec. 29) At last I am back at the oilfields, where I dined
with Dr. Young, who is making an immense success of his
hospital and is filled with holy enthusiasm for his profession.
He is rapidly acquiring the dialect, and a reputation: he is
little interested in European politics or home affairs but well
informed upon local happenings. No trouble is too great for
him: I wish there were more like him: he has got the power of
growth which most of the engineers here seem to lack.
e I found awaiting me a letter from Cox asking me whether,
if the Guard should go back to India, I wish to return with
them or stay in SW. Persia. I replied that I wished to go
back to Tndifl.., on purely personal grounds, but that I should
not apply to do so and would go anywhere and do anything
required. I added, perhaps improperly, that I was sorry he
had not found time to visit the oilfields in person and see
things for himself/
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